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May 2022 Update

• The Flood Claim seeks compensation for the illegal flooding of the SRFN reserves following the construction of 
the Fort Frances Dam in 1905.

• Negotiations to settle the Flood Claim commenced with Canada and Ontario in July 2010.
• There are two primary negotiation issues: 

• Determination of past loss compensation for flooded reserve land; and  

• Putting in place a legal instrument (easement) to authorize flooding now and in the future.  Past loss 

compensation has been agreed upon, and the parties continue to work on a legal instrument to authorize 

the flooding.

Chief & Council are continuing to work towards finalizing the settlement.  This work includes:
• Finalizing the terms of the Settlement Agreement with Canada and Ontario.
• Finalizing the terms of the legal instrument (easement) to authorize the flooding.
• Setting up ongoing communication platforms, including a designated website for members (on and off-reserve) 

to keep members informed on the progress of the settlement.
• Development and distribution of communication and consultation materials in advance of the ratification vote 

required for finalization of the settlement.
• Setting up an online and in person ratification voting system.
• Working closely with the SRFN financial advisors, The Canada Trust Company (TD), as the Corporate Trustee for 

the SRFN Legacy Trust for the benefit of our children and future generations.

WHERE WE’VE BEEN

Seine River First Nation is one of the five Rainy Lake nations negotiating a Flood Claim settlement with Canada and 
Ontario. SRFN has received a firm offer awaiting our lawyers review and Chief & Council’s initials for proceeding with a 
settlement amount of approximately $124,000,000 from federal and provincial governments.  This will trigger a number 
of events starting this June, including community engagement and review of the claim settlement. The Settlement 
Agreement requires approval of the settlement by SRFN membership. 

FLOOD CLAIM SETTLEMENT UPDATE

WHERE WE ARE NOW



ESTABLISHING OUR LEGACY

 

Seine River First Nation Chief & Council are working alongside lawyers 
and other advisors to ensure the best outcomes are achieved for our 
community. Chief and Council have taken important steps to set up our 
community’s Legacy Trust Fund. This trust fund constitutes an important 
part of SRFN’s legacy to ensure our next generations and community’s 
opportunities and growth are safeguarded by strong economic planning 
and investment. The 2022 SRFN Community Plan has been completed 
and approved by Chief & Council which included social, economic, 
environmental, and cultural priorities of the community.

As we continue to work toward a finalized Settlement Agreement, 
and in order for us to establish our Legacy Trust Fund, we are calling 
upon our community to rise together and vote to ratify this important 
agreement that provides each qualifying registered member with a 
one-time capital payment known as a Per Capita Distribution (PCD).  
The Legacy Trust Fund will also be used to safeguard SRFN’s future 
settlements and subsequent qualified membership distributions.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
It is important to us that our community and its members be involved 
throughout our Flood Claim Settlement and subsequent decisions on 
the community’s path forward as identified in SRFN’s 2022 Community 
Plan. The following survey allows membership to confirm what we 
heard are the most important priorities identified by the community 
in the plan.  In addition, membership will have input on how much we 
provide to each qualified registered community member for the one-
time capital payment.

To have your voice heard please click here SURVEY or visit  
www.surveymonkey.com/r/SRFNTrust or request a paper copy from 
the band office.

 

 

HOW DO I VOTE? 

50% + 1 YES for ratification of agreement

COMMUNITY ACTION
Community Action will be critical, and without your supporting 
vote, the settlement cannot be finalized, and the trust cannot be 
executed; that’s why we are providing our community with clear factual 
information to help them make their decision. 

Our legal obligation for ratification of this Settlement Agreement by 
the First Nation requires:  (a) that over 25% of the Voters of the Band 
vote in favour of this Settlement Agreement and the Trust Agreement 
through the Ratification Vote; and (b) of the Voters participating in 
the Ratification Vote, a majority must vote in favour of this Settlement 
Agreement and the Trust Agreement.

Our community website will house all voting 
information to ensure everyone is informed. 
Access to the website will be offered to 
SRFN members only through a membership 
portal to ensure security measures are in 
place. 

Once our agreement is finalized, your One 
Feather log-in will allow you to easily place 
your vote for the anticipated ratification in 
August 2022. 

We encourage all eligible community 
members 18 years of age and older to 
please take a few minutes of your day to 
sign-up as a qualifying registered member 
in preparation for online voting.

www.onefeather.ca/nations/seineriver

IMPORTANT DATES
Month Event 

June Community Open House

Jul - Aug Ratification - Community Vote

August Signing of Settlement Agreement 

Where at least a minimum of 25% of eligible 
voters vote in a ratification vote and not less 
than 50% + 1 of those who vote must vote 
in favour (of the ratification).

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SRFNTrust


 

Contact Leadership Negotiator 

Chief John Kabatay | Email: john.kabatay@bellnet.ca | Band Office Phone: 807-599-2224

2022 APPROVAL TIMELINE & PROCESS *Dates subject to change, 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT 
In order to settle the Flood Claim, a ratification vote is 
anticipated by August 2022. As a community, we only have 
one chance to vote on the ratification of our Flood Claim 
settlement, therefore ensuring community involvement is 
critical. Chief and Council will keep you informed on a 
voting date and ways of voting that may include online 
and/or in person options.

Chief and Council will continue to keep you informed.  We 
will be updating our website for membership in the coming 
weeks to ensure our members are informed with factual 
information on both our Trust Agreement and Settlement 
Agreement, please visit Seine River Community Website.

Seine River First Nation Legacy Trust calls for a total 
of 3 Trustees, a Corporate Trustee (The Canada Trust 
Company (TD) who has already been appointed)
and 2 Community Member Trustees, one on-reserve 
and one off-reserve. Collectively, the Trustees will 
be responsible for all aspects of management and 
administration of the Trust. The 2 Community Member 
Trustee positions need to be filled by August 22, 2022. 
If you are interested in giving back to your Community 
by acting as a Community Member Trustee, please 
contact Chief and Council.

INTERESTED IN ACTING 
AS A COMMUNITY MEMBER TRUSTEE?

The Flood Claim Settlement has been a continuous process since 2010. Below is a timeline for the settlement to be approved.

https://seineriverfirstnation.ca

